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Thingoe  Rural  District. 


Wo  tfie  Wfjingoe  Rural  ^District  Qouneil. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  my  thirty-sixth 
Annual  Report  on  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Thingoe 
Rural  District  for  the  year  1913. 

The  Thingoe  Rural  District  has  an  area  of  83,998  acres  Thingoe 
and  comprises  forty-seven  parishes,  most  of  which  are  Rural 
scattered  and  straggling.  It  is  divided  into  three  sub-  District, 
districts,  viz.,  Rougham,  Fornham,  and  Ixworth. 

This  is  essentially  an  agricultural  district,  most  of  the  Physical 
land  being  under  cultivation.  The  subsoil  consists  mainly  Features, 
of  chalk,  which  is  covered  by  beds  of  clay  or  gravel  or 
sand  of  varying  depths,  the  chalk,  however,  rising  to  the 
surface  in  places.  The  River  Lark  and  its  tributaries  run 
through  the  central  portion  of  the  District,  mainly  in  a 
Northerly  direction ;  while  in  the  Eastern  portion  it  is 
traversed  by  some  tributaries  of  the  Little  Ouse.  The 
highest  part  of  the  district  is  about  400  feet  above  the  sea 
level. 

I  am  again  indebted  to  Mr.  Robert  Burrell,  of  Westley  Rainfall. 
Hall,  for  the  following  particulars:  During  the  year  rain 
fell  on  156  days,  and  the  total  rainfall  was  22.81  inches, 
which  is  about  2.59  inches  below  the  average.  The  height 
of  the  rain-gauge  is  226  feet  above  sea  level.  The  follow¬ 
ing  table  shows  the  rainfall  for  each  month: — 


INCHES. 

INCHES. 

January 

...  2.58 

August 

1.72 

February  ... 

...  O.75 

September 

...  2.50 

March 

...  1. 91 

October 

3-25 

April 

2.33 

November 

2.21 

May 

...  2.17 

December 

0.90 

June 

•••  i-33 

July 

1. 16 

Total  ... 

...  22. 8r 
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Population  The  population  of  the  Thingoe  District  when  the  last 
Census  was  taken  was  14,439,  towards  which  the  Roug- 
ham  Sub-district  contributed  4,521,  the  Fornham  Sub¬ 
district  5,018,  and  the  Ixworth  Sub-district  4,900.  These 
figures  are  retained  as  the  basis  on  which  the  following 
statistics  have  been  framed,  as  I  think  they  may  still  be 
assumed  to  be  fairly  correct. 

Inhabited  The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  1911  was  3,511,  and 
Houses.  the  average  number  of  persons  living  in  each  house  was 
4. ir. 


Births.  In  the  Thingoe  District  during  the  year  19T3  there  were 

295  births,  of  which  158  were  boys  and  137  were  girls. 
To'  these  must  be  adder!  2  boys  and  2  girls  who  were  born 
in  institutions  outside  the  district,  but  who  have  been  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  District.  The  corrected  number  of  births  is 
thus  299,  of  these  7  boys  and  8  girls  were  illegitimate. 

The  birth-rate  for  the  year  was  20.70  per  1,000  of  the 
population. 


In  1912  there  were  290  births,  giving  a  birth-rate  of 
20.08  per  1,000. 


In  England  and  Wales  the  birth-rate  for  1913  was  23.9 
per  1,000. 


Deaths.  During  the  year  1913  there  were  recorded  149  deaths, 

which  had  taken  place  in  the  District,  giving  a  death-rate 
of  10.31  per  1,000.  To  these,  however,  must  be  added 
33  deaths  which  had  occurred  in  various  institutions  out¬ 
side  the  District,  thus  raising  the  number  of  deaths  to  182, 
and  giving  a  corrected  death-rate  of  12.60  per  1,000. 


In  1912  the  corrected  death-rate  was  14.95  Per  i,°00- 


The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  1913 
was  13.4  per  1,000. 


Excess  of 
Births  over 
Deaths. 


It  will  be  noticed  that  in  the  Thingoe  District  during 
the  past  year  there  were  1 1 7  more  births  than  there  were 
deaths. 


Deaths  in  First  quarter — number  of  deaths  49;  death-rate  T3.48. 

each  Quarter. 

Second  quarter — number  of  deaths  34;  death-rate  9.40. 
Third  quarter — number  of  deaths  27;  death-rate  8.00. 
Fourth  quarter — number  of  deaths  37;  death-rate  10.24. 
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Proportion  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  to  1,000  Infant 
births:—  Mortality. 


In  the  Thingoe  District  in  1913  it  was  70.23. 
In  the  Thingoe  District  in  1912  it  was  79.31. 
In  England  and  Wales  in  1913  it  was  109. 


There  were  six  deaths  referred  to  the  principal  Epidemic  Principal 
Diseases  during  the  past  year,  viz.,  Measles  1,  Whooping  Epidemic 
Cough  3,  Diarrhoea  2.  Diseases 


The  death-rate  from  these  diseases  was  0.41  per  1,000, 
which  is  precisely  the  same  as  it  was  in  1912. 


In  England  and  Wales  in  1913  it  was  per  1,000. 

Measles  was  prevalent  in  some  parts  of  the  District  Measles, 
during  the  first  two  quarters  of  the  year,  but  only  one 
death  was  recorded  as  due  to  this  disease. 


The  District  has  been  remarkably  free  from  Scarlet  Scarlet  Fever 
Fever,  only  seven  cases  having  been  notified  during  the 
whole  year.  All  these  were  isolated  cases  occurring  in 
different  parts  of  the  District,  and  in  no  instance  did  the 
disease  spread. 

Diphtheria  has  been  noted  for  its  absence,  as  no  case  Diphtheria 
of  this  disease  occurred  during  the  year. 

Whooping  Cough  has  been  the  most  prevalent  and  Whooping 
serious  of  all  the  epidemic  diseases.  Particularly  was  this  Cough 
the  case  in  the  parishes  of  Pakenham,  West  Stow,  Hor- 
ringer  and  Whepstead.  Three  deaths  were  registered  as 
due  to  this  complaint. 

Again  the  District  has  been  very  free  from  Diarrhoea,  Diarrhoea, 
only  two  deaths  having  occurred,  both  of  which  were  of 
children  under  two  years  of  age. 

The  District  has  been  comparatively  free  from  Influenza  influenza 
in  an  epidemic  form.  Four  deaths,  however,  were  regis¬ 
tered  under  this  heading,  two  of  which  occurred  in  the 
same  house  within  a  few  days  of  one  another. 

There  have  been  no  fresh  cases  of  Cerebro-spinal  Fever  Cerebro 
or  Poliomyelitis  during  the  year.  One  case  of  Meningitis  Fever 

was  notified,  but  this  was  really  a  case  of  Tubercular  poliomyelitis 
Meningitis.  It  will,  however,  be  noted  that  one  death  was 
registered  in  the  earlv  part  of  the  year  as  due  to  Poliomye- 
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Tuberculosis. 


litis.  This  death  occurred  after  an  illness  of  several 
months,  and  the  case  had  been  notified  in  the  previous 
year. 

The  new  Regulations,  which  came  into  force  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  ist,  1913,  for  the  compulsory  notification  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis,  apply  equally  to  Non-pulmonary  as  well  as  to 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

The  following  statement  occurred  in  the  circular  of  die 
Local  Government  Board  in  relation  to  these  Regulations: 
“  More  than  half  the  deaths  of  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
are  of  children  under  five  years  of  age,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
notification  of  these  cases  will  facilitate  the  investigation 
of  sources  of  infection,  and  assist  in  securing  improvement 
in  the  conditions  under  which  these  children  live.” 

In  compliance  with  these  Regulations  the  following  is 
the  number  of  cases  which  have  been  notified : — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  16 

Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  13 

During  the  year  ten  deaths  were  recorded  as  due  to  Pul¬ 
monary  Tuberculosis,  and  four  to  Non-pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis,  of  the  latter  two  were  of  children  under  one  year 
of  age.  In  addition  two  deaths  due  to  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  occurred  in  institutions  outside  the  District.  Thus 
the  total  number  of  deaths  due  to  Tuberculosis  was: 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  12 

Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  4 

The  following  steps  have  been  taken  in  connection  with 
those  cases  which  have  been  notified  : 

Thirty-four  visits  have  been  made. 

The  distribution  of  leaflets  explaining  the  precautions 
which  should  be  taken  by  a  Tuberculosis  Patient,  etc. 

Obtaining  details  relating  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
patient’s  house,  and  when  practicable  of  the  place  where 
he  works. 

The  disinfection  of  the  dwelling  and  clothes  after  the 
removal  or  death  of  the  patient. 

Several  of  the  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  have 
received  Sanatorium  treatment,  while  some  of  the  Non- 
pulmonary  cases  have  been  treated  in  the  West  Suffolk 
General  Hospital  and  elsewhere. 
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One  cannot  but  be  struck  by  the  comparatively  large  Cancer 
number  of  deaths  due  to  Cancer  which  occur  year  after 
year  in  this  neighbourhood.  During  the  past  year  this 
disease  was  responsible  for  five  deaths  in  the  Rougham 
Sub-district,  eleven  in  the  Fornham  Sub-district,  and  eight 
in  the  Ixworth  Sub-district,  making  in  all  twenty-four 
deaths,  or  16  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  from 
all  causes. 

We  can  only  hope  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
this  disease  will  be  better  understood  and  that  means  may 
be  forthcoming  whereby  many  of  these  cases  may  be  pre¬ 
vented  or  cured.  In  the  meanwhile  it  may  not  be  out  of 
place  to  point  out  that  a  patient  suffering  from  Cancer 
should,  if  possible,  sleep  in  a  separate  room ;  that  strict 
cleanliness  should  be  enforced ;  that  after  removal  of  the 
patient,  by  death  or  otherwise,  the  room  should  be 
thoroughly  disinfected ;  and  that  where  the  clothing  worn 
by  the  patient  cannot  properly  be  disinfected,  it  should,  if 
possible,  be  destroyed. 

Once  more  I  feel  it  is  my  duty  to  report  that  there  is  no  Isolation 
Isolation  Hospital  available  for  the  reception  of  patients  Hospital, 
suffering  from  infectious  diseases  other  than  Small-pox. 

Upon  reference  to  the  Statistical  Tables  of  this  and  General 
former  years,  I  find  that  the  birth-rate,  though  slightly  Health  of  the 
higher  than  last  year,  is  still  below  the  average.  On  the  Dlstrict- 
other  hand,  I  find  that  the  death-rate  from  all  causes  is 
considerably  below  the  average,  while  the  death-rate  of 
children  under  one  year  of  age  is  the  lowest  it  has  been 
for  many  years.  Moreover,  there  have  been  fewer  cases  of 
Infectious  Diseases  than  have  ever  been  notified  before.  I 
think,  therefore,  the  general  health  of  the  District  may  be 
deemed  to  have  been  very  satisfactory. 

I  should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  drawing  your  Sanitary 
attention  to  the  zeal  and  ability  shown  by  the  Sanitary  Inspection. 
Inspector,  Mr.  Saint,  in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  and 
to  the  good  work  that  has  been  accomplished,  as  is 
evidenced  by  reference  to  “The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Re¬ 
port,”  which  is  attached  hereto.  It  will  be  observed  that 
during  the  year  2,825  inspections  have  been  made  for  the 
purposes  of  systematic  inspection  of  cottages,  re-visiting 
with  regard  to  work  ordered  to  be  carried  out,  investigation 
of  complaints,  disinfection  of  houses,  visits  to  dairies,  cow¬ 
sheds,  slaughter-houses,  bakehouses,  workshops,  etc.  It 
will  further  be  noticed  that  476  nuisances  have  been  abated. 
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House-to- 

House 

Inspection. 


Dwelling 

Houses. 


During  the  year  203  preliminary  notices,  and  7  statutory 
notices  have  been  served,  with  the  following  results : — 

Preliminary  Statutory 


Notices. 

Notices. 

Work  completed 

90 

3 

Work  in  progress 

43 

Work  in  hand  but  not  commenced 

46 

_ 

Remaining 

24 

4 

203 

7 

During  the  past  year  319  houses  were  inspected,  in  order 
to  complete  the  systematic  house-to-house  inspection  of  the 
District,  which  was  commenced  in  1908.  Records  are 
now  therefore  available  of  all  the  cottages  within  the  Dis¬ 
trict,  relating  to  their  situation,  construction,  number  of 
rooms,  number  of  inmates,  condition  of  premises  with  re¬ 
gard  to  cleanliness,  dampness,  lighting  and  ventilation, 
water  supply,  drainage,  closet  accommodation,  etc.,  etc. 
The  data  thus  obtained  will  be  very  useful  in  many  ways, 
and  it  can  further  be  utilised  in  any  scheme  of  permanent 
improvement  that  may  be  contemplated  in  the  near  future. 

During  the  year  three  houses  were  condemned,  t2  were 
voluntarily  closed  by  the  owners,  and  one  after  a  closing 
order  had  been  made ;  eight  cottages  were  demolished,  and 
45  were  found  to  be  in  such  a  state  as  to  be  considered 
unfit  for  human  habitation. 

On  the  other  hand,  r  r  cottages  were  erected  by  private 
enterprise,  two  practically  re-built,  seven  are  in  course  of 
erection,  and  two  cottages  have  been  converted  into  a  single 
dwelling,  whilst  44  cottages  have  been  rendered  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation. 

The  summary  of  repairs  to  dwelling-houses,  as  shown 
in  the  Inspector’s  Report,  indicates  the  nature  of  the  work 
carried  out,  and  incidentally  the  good  effect  such  improve¬ 
ments  must  have  had  upon  the  comfort  of  the  occupiers. 
Thus  47  cottages  have  been  provided  with  an  improved 
means  of  lighting  and  ventilation,  dampness  has  been 
remedied  in  20  houses,  the  walls  of  81  houses  have  been 
repaired,  the  floors  of  51  houses  and  the  roofs  of  88  at¬ 
tended  to;  in  28  dwellings  the  staircases  have  been  pro¬ 
tected  or  repaired,  and  the  windows  of  44  cottages  repaired 
or  made  to  open.  The  yard  surfaces  of  25  houses  have 
been  repaired  or  paved,  and  troughing  has  been  fixed  to 
the  eaves  of  53  cottages.  In  addition  other  minor  repairs 
have  been  executed. 
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Perhaps  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  mention  that  during 
the  past  few  years  the  state  of  repair  of  the  dwellings  of  the 
working  classes  has  undoubtedly  been  raised  to  a  much 
higher  level  than  was  formerly  the  case.  Whilst  one  freely 
admits  that  much  work  is  still  required  in  order  to  render 
every  cottage  a  comfortable  dwelling,  it  is  noticeable  that 
properties  in  a  state  of  extreme  dilapidation  are  now  much 
less  frequently  met  with. 

Throughout  the  District  there  are  some  very  good  cot¬ 
tages  to  be  met  with,  especially  is  this  the  case  upon  the 
large  estates.  This  class  are  largely  constructed  of  brick, 
or  flint  and  rubble  walls,  with  slate  or  tile  roofs;  and  they 
generally  contain  three  bedrooms,  and  two  living-rooms, 
and  have  the  usual  outhouses.  Another  class  of  houses 
are  those  built  of  lath  and  plaster  walls,  with  slate  or  tile 
roofs,  but  this  class  are  constantly  falling  into  a  state  of 
dis-repair.  They  generally  contain  two  bedrooms,  a  living- 
room,  and  a  scullery  or  pantry.  The  remaining  houses  are 
thatched  dwellings,  many  of  which  are  far  from  being  con¬ 
sidered  as  satisfactory. 

The  question  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  has 
again  received  considerable  attention  and  thought,  and 
as  already  mentioned,  a  great  amount  of  work  in  repairs 
and  alterations  has  been  carried  out. 

The  Housing  question  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  most 
important  and  difficult  problems  of  the  day.  Especially  is 
this  the  case,  when  dealing  with  a  large  and  purely  agri¬ 
cultural  area,  such  as  the  Thingoe  Rural  District  com¬ 
prises. 

Unfortunately,  under  present  circumstances,  if  suitable 
houses  are  erected  an  economic  rent  cannot  be  obtained, 
and  consequently  the  greatest  care  must  be  taken  to  make 
the  utmost  use  of  the  present  accommodation. 

It  can  safely  be  said  that  every  existing  dwelling-house 
in  this  District  is  needed,  and  the  knowledge  of  this  fact 
has  predominated  when  the  question  of  closing  certain 
houses  has  been  raised.  A  not  uncommon  feature  in  many 
parishes  is  that  the  largest  cottages  are  not  always  occupied 
by  the  biggest  families,  and  one  sometimes  finds  a  cottage 
containing  three  bedrooms  tenanted  by  a  man  and  his  wife 
or  by  a  widow,  while  in  the  same  village  a  large  family  is 
housed  in  a  much  smaller  dwelling.  It  is  often  this  fact, 
as  well  as  the  scarcity  of  suitable  houses,  which  makes  it 
so  difficult  to  remedy  overcrowding. 


The  Housing 
of  the  Work¬ 
ing  Classes 
Question. 
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The  average  rental  of  cottages  is  about  £4  per  annum, 
although,  in  the  largest  parishes,  this  amount  is  often  ex 
ceeded.  Owners  frequently  complain  that  they  cannot 
afford  to  carry  out  extensive  alterations  to  their  properties 
owing  to  the  low  rentals,  and  as  the  tenants  cannot  afford 
to  pay  higher  rents,  a  compromise  has  sometimes  to  be 
made,  rather  than  that  the  houses  should  have  to  be  closed. 
When  dealing  with  unoccupied  houses,  however,  the  owners 
have  been  given  the  option  of  thoroughly  repairing  the 
dwelling  before  re  letting,  or  of  permanently  closing  it. 

With  regard  to  the  scarcity  of  accommodation,  it  will  be 
remembered  that  in  February,  1912,  it  was  reported  that 
the  following  number  of  houses  were  required  to  alleviate 
prevailing  conditions : — 

Six  houses  required  at  Barrow  and  Pakenham. 

Four  houses  required  at  Bardwell,  Hargrave,  Haw- 
stead,  Risbv,  Stanton,  Great  Whelnetham,  and 
Whepstead. 

Two  houses  requiied  at’Fornham  All  Saints. 

Making  a  total  of  42  houses.  It  must  be  understood, 
however,  that  this  number  was  only  approximate. 

This  scheme  has  received  the  consideration  of  the  Hous¬ 
ing  Committee,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  commencement  will 
soon  be  made  to  erect  the  necessary  houses. 

On  May  29th,  a  Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  was 
held  at  Barrow  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  loan  to  erect 
six  cottages  in  this  parish.  The  borrowing  of  the  loan  was 
sanctioned,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  made  a  Parochial 
charge. 

With  reference  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Special  Re¬ 
port  on  the  Thatched  Cottages  in  the  District  (mentioned  in 
my  Report  for  1912),  it  will  be  remembered  that  75  houses, 
unfit  for  human  habitation,  remained  to  be  dealt  with. 
Since  that  report  was  presented,  these  houses  have  received 
further  attention,  with  the  result  that  20  have  been  closed, 
two  demolished,  eight  improved,  whilst  at  nine  houses  the 
work  of  improvement  is  in  progress,  leaving  36  still  to  be 
dealt  with.  The  majority  of  these  cottages  are  in  an 
almost  irrepairable  condition,  and  when  better  accommo¬ 
dation  is  provided  they  may  have  to  be  closed. 
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Only  in  a  few  parishes  is  there  any  regular  system  of  Drainage  and 
drainage,  and  consequently  waste  and  other  waters  are  Sewerage- 
almost  invariably  disposed  of  by  distribution  upon  the 
occupier’s  garden  ground.  In  the  absence  of  adequate 
sewerage  systems,  perhaps  less  nuisance  is  caused  by  this 
means  of  disposal  than  by  discharging  drains  into  dead 
wells  or  open  ditches.  Untrapped  or  insufficiently  trapped 
drain  openings  are  being  systematically  provided  with 
syphon  gulley  traps.  The  disposal  of  sewage  is  principally 
by  means  of  the  old  privy  or  pail  closet,  and  when  practic¬ 
able,  the  former  type  of  closet  is  being  replaced  by  the 
more  modern  pail  closet,  especially  when  a  privy  is  situ¬ 
ated  in  close  proximity  to  a  dwelling-house  or  water  supply. 

Only  a  few  water  closets  exist,  and  these  are  universally 
hand  flushed.  This  class  of  sanitary  convenience  is  found 
to  be  unsuitable,  as  they  are  rarely  properly  flushed. 

The  approximate  number  of  each  class  of  closets  as  far 
as  cottages  are  concerned  is  as  follows:  Privies  1,298,  pail 
closets  1,050,  water-closets  37. 

During  the  year  eight  new  privies  were  erected,  17 
abolished,  53  repaired,  and  60  converted  into  pail  closets. 

Thirty-three  new  pail  closets  were  erected,  nine  repaired, 
and  one  converted  into  a  water  closet.  Thirteen  new 
drains  were  constructed,  22  repaired  or  trapped,  5  waste 
pipes  disconnected,  six  dead  wells  constructed  or  repaired, 
and  ten  open  ditches  cleansed. 

In  no  parish  in  the  District  is  there  any  recognised  scheme  Disposal  of 
for  the  collection  and  disposal  of  house  refuse,  etc.,  and  House 
only  in  isolated  cases  are  suitable  receptacles  found  for  1  e  use' 
storing  the  refuse.  The  usual  method  is  for  the  waste  to 
lie  accumulating  upon  the  cottager’s  garden  until  it  can 
be  used  for  manurial  purposes,  generally  upon  the  owner’s 
allotment,  which  is  situated  some  distance  from  his  house. 

It  is  conceivable  that  inexpensive  systems  of  scavenging 
might  be  installed,  whereby  this  refuse  could  be  carted 
frequently  to  the  allotments,  instead  of  being  allowed  to 
remain  upon  the  gardens  near  the  dwellings.  In  this  man¬ 
ner  the  pail  and  privy  contents  could  also  be  dealt  with, 
and  as  the  allotments  are  generally  situated  a  fair  distance 
from  the  centre  of  the  village  little  or  no  nuisance  should  be 
occasioned,  and  the  cottagers  would  not  be  deprived  of 
their  means  of  fertilising  the  soil.  No  doubt  this  would 
create  cleaner  conditions  around  the  dwellings  than  are  at 
present  obtainable,  but  the  greatest  asset  to  such  a  method 
would  be  the  decreased  risk  of  contaminating  the  water 


Water 

Supply. 


Schools. 


Factory  and 
Workshop 
Act,  1901. 


IO 

supplies.  Whilst  it  is  not  advocated  that  a  general  system 
of  scavenging  should  be  installed  throughout  the  whole 
District,  it  is  recommended  that  some  such  experiment 
should  be  tried  in  some  of  the  larger  parishes. 

The  water  supply  throughout  the  district  is  generally 
obtained  from  private  wells  of  variable  depths,  although 
on  the  heavier  soils  water  is  occasionally  taken  from  ponds 
or  streams.  The  water  from  deep  wells  is  on  the  whole 
very  good,  though  hard;  but  that  obtained  from  shallow 
wells  is  variable,  and  is  at  all  times  liable  to  pollution. 
Several  samples  of  water  have  been  analysed,  but  only  in 
one  instance  was  it  found  necessary  to-  close  the  well,  and 
in  this  instance  the  cottage  was  supplied  with  a  purer 
supply  from  the  adjoining  farm  premises.  Three  new 
wells  were  sunk  in  the  parishes  of  Great  Whelnetham, 
Chevington,  and  Depden.  In  the  first  instance  the  new 
supply  replaced  a  supply  taken  from  the  River  Lark,  and 
in  the  other  two  cases  pond  supplies.  During  the  year  two 
wells  were  cleansed  and  deepened,  17  wells  were  repaired, 
three  springs  were  cleansed,  and  nine  houses  were  supplied 
from  purer  sources  than  hitherto  obtainable. 

During  the  year  twenty  visits  were  paid  to  various  schools 
with  reference  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  premises. 
Three  privies  have  been  converted  into'  pail  closets,  one 
drain  re-constructed,  and  two  new  urinals  erected. 

There  is  one  wood  factory,  which  has  recently  been 
started  at  Great  Whelnetham.  The  registered  workshops  • 
consist  of  26  bakehouses,  eight  laundries,  five  blacksmiths’ 
shops,  and  three  tailors’  workshops.  Among  the  latter  are 
two  ready-made  clothing  workshops,  situated  at  Chevington 
and  Barrow,  the  occupiers  of  which  employ  a  large  number 
of  out-workers,  who  reside  in  the  neighbourhood.  Lists  of 
these  persons  are  received  twice  yearly,  and  their  homes 
are  visited  with  regard  to  ascertaining  the  conditions  under 
which  the  work  is  done.  In  the  event  of  a  case  of  infectious 
disease  occurring  at  these  houses,  any  work  which  may  be 
found  at  these  houses  at  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  the 
disease  is  disinfected  and  returned  to  the  works,  and,  of 
course,  no  further  work  is  allowed  to  be  received  until 
after  the  necessary  disinfection  of  the  dwelling  has  been 
carried  out. 

Periodic  inspection  of  the  bakehouses  and  other  work¬ 
shops  is  made,  and  as  will  be  seen  from  the  Special  Table 
included  with  this  Report,  the  defects  found  have  been 
remedied. 


There  are  24  registered  dairy-men  and  cowkeepers,  and  Dairies  and 
two  milk-sellers,  within  the  District,  who  own  38  cowsheds  Cowsheds, 
and  approximately  523  milch  cows.  Special  attention  has 
been  given  to  these  premises  during  the  year,  and  13  cow¬ 
sheds  have  been  lime-washed  and  four  repaired,  whilst  at 
one  farm  a  dilapidated  building  has  been  demolished,  and 
a  new  cowshed  erected  in  its  place  to  accommodate  16 
cows. 

Work  of  repairs  and  alterations  is  in  progress  at  other 
cowsheds,  and  it  is  hoped  the  sanitary  standard  of  these 
premises  will  be  raised  in  the  near  future. 

There  are  five  private  slaughter-houses  in  the  District,  Slaughter 
and  these  have  been  periodically  visited,  but  there  are  no  Houses, 
bye-laws  in  force  regulating  these  buildings.  As  far  as 
possible  the  carcases  have  been  examined,  but  in  no  case 
has  it  been  found  necessary  to  seize  any  of  the  meat  as  un¬ 
sound  or  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

Attention  has  been  given  to  various  other  matters  not  Miscellaneous 
mentioned  under  any  of  the  above  headings,  and  action 
has  been  taken  thereon  when  deemed  necessary. 

I  beg  to  append  a  Table  giving  particulars  regarding 
each  parish  in  the  District,  also  Tables  I.,  II.,  III.  and 
IV.,  which  show  the  number  of  births,  deaths,  infant 
mortality,  etc.,  during  the  past  five  years,  those  of  last 
year  being  classified  according  to  diseases  and  ages. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

CHARLES  SCOTT  KILNER, 

M.B.,  C.M.,  Edin.,  D.P.H.,  Camb., 


Bury  St.  Edmund’s, 

January  28th,  1914. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Area  of  District  in  acres  (land  and  inland  water),  83,998.  Total  population  at  all  ages,  14,439;  number  of  inhabited  houses,  3,511  , 
average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4.11  ;  at  Census  of  1911  (cf.  Census  Vol.  V.) 


T-A-ZBUjJE  IX. 

THINGOE  DISTRICT— Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Tear  101J. 
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Cases  removed  to  Hospital :— Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  7  ;  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  5.  Total,  12. 

Names  of  Hospitals  or  Sanatoria  available,  and,  to  which  residents  in  the  District  are  usually  sent : — 

Isolation  Hospital  for  Small-pox  cases  only,  Fornham  St.  Martin,  provided  by  Thingoe  Rural  District  Council.  West  Suffolk 
County  Council  Sanatorium,  Rougham  Hill,  Bury  St.  Edmund’s,  provided  by  West  Suffolk  County  Council.  Makings  Farm 
Sanatorium,  Nayland,  provided  by  West  Suffolk  County  Council.  West  Suffolk  General  Hospital,  Bury  St.  Edmund's,  voluntary. 
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TABLE  IV. 

THINGOE  RURAL  DISTRICT. -Inf ant  Mortality. 

1913. — Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  1  Year  of  Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Under  1  Week. 

1-2  Weeks. 

(/) 

0 

0 

> 

r" 

ro 

A 

id 

0 

0 

£ 

T" 

m 

Total  under  1 

Month. 

1 

!  1-3  Months. 

3-6  Months. 

6-9  Months. 

9-12  Months. 

Total  Deaths 

under  1  Year. 

All  Causes. 

Certified... 

Uncertified 

Whooping-Cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

I 

I 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

— 

I 

I 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

I 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

— 

I 

I 

— 

2 

1 

I 

— 

— 

4 

Diarrhoea 

I 

— 

I 

Injury  at  birth  ... 

I 

I 

Atelectasis 

— 

I 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Congenital  Malformations  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

I 

— 

— 

2 

Premature  Birth 

I 

I 

2 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus  ... 

— 

I 

— 

I 

2 

— 

— 

I 

— 

3 

Other  causes  ... 

I 

I 

2 

4 

3 

2 

II 

3 

2 

2 

3 

21 

Nett  Births  in  the  year — Legitimate,  280;  illegitimate,  19. 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of — Legitimate  infants,  19;  illegitimate  infants,  2. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  WORKPLACES  AND 

HOMEWORK. 

i.— INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  &  WORKPLACES. 
Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspecti 

ions. 

Written  Notices 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 
Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)  ... 
Workplaces 

I 

52 

4 

Total 

53 

4 

2  — DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  &  WORKPLACES. 


Particulars. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts: — * 

Want  of  cleanliness 

6 

6 

Want  of  ventilation 

3 

3 

Other  nuisances  ... 

2 

2 

Sanitary  accommodation — Unsuitable  or  defective... 

1 

I 

Total  ... 

12 

12 

*  Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7  and  8,  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

3.— HOME  WORK. 


Nature  of  Work. 

Lists  received  from  Employers 

Lists. 

Workmen. 

Wearing  Apparel — 

(1)  making,  &c. 

4 

152 

Total  ... 

4 

152 

3. — REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 
Workshops  on  the  Register  (S.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year — 
Workshop  Bakehouses 
,,  Laundries 
Blacksmiths’  Shops  ... 

Tailors'  Workshops  ... 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register 


26 

8 

5 

3 

42 
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THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK  COMPLETED  DURING 

THE  YEAR  1912. 


Number  of  Visits  Paid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2823 

,,  Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

,,  Preliminary  Notices  sened  ...  ...  ...  ...  203 

,,  Verbal  Requests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

DWELLING  HOUSES. 


Number  of  houses  inspected 
,,  ,,  disinfected 

,,  ,,  provided  with  improved  means  of  lighting 

and  ventilation  ... 

,,  ,,  where  overcrowding  has  been  remedied  ... 

,,  ,,  where  dampness  has  been  cured  ... 

,,  ,,  condemned  ... 

,,  ,,  closed  (voluntarily  by  owners) 

,,  ,,  closed  (by  closing  order)  ... 

,,  ,,  demolished  ... 

,,  ,,  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 

as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ... 
,,  ,,  made  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 

,,  ,,  erected 

,,  ,,  re-built 

,,  ,,  in  course  of  erection 

,,  instances  where  two  houses  have  been  converted 

into  single  dwellings  ... 


443 

20 

47 

3 

20 

3 
12 

1 
8 

45 
44 
1 1 

2 

4 

x 
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SUMMARY  OF  REPAIRS  TO  DWELLING  HOUSES. 

Number  of  Houses  where  the  walls  have  been  repaired 
,,  ,,  floors  repaired 

,,  ,,  roofs  (tiled  or  slated)  repaired 

,,  ,,  roofs  (thatched)  repaired  ... 

,,  ,,  roofs  re-thatched 

,,  ,,  ceilings  repaired 

,,  ,,  windows  repaired 

,,  ,,  staircases  repaired  or  protected  ... 

,,  ,,  troughing  provided 

,,  ,,  troughing  repaired  ... 

,,  ,,  ashpits  covered  or  repaired  or  provided  ... 

,,  ,,  yard  surface  paved  ... 

,,  ,,  repairs  to  outbuildings 

,,  ,,  dangerous  buildings  demolished  ... 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

Number  of  Privies  erected  for  old  properties  ... 

,,  ,,  erected  for  new  properties  ... 

,,  ,,  erected  (additional  accommodation) 

,,  Pail  Closets  erected  for  old  properties 

,,  Pail  Closets  erected  for  new  properties 

,,  Pail  Closets  erected  (additional  accommodation) 

,,  Privies  abolished 

,,  Privies  repaired 

,,  Privies  converted  into  pail  closets  ... 

,,  Pail  Closets  repaired 

,,  Pail  Closets  converted  into  water  closets  ... 

,,  Waste  Pipes  disconnected  ... 

,,  New  Drains  constructed 

,,  Drains  repaired  or  trapped 

,,  Dead  Wells  constructed  or  repaired 

.,  Ditches  cleansed 


81 

51 

32 

46 

10 

6 

44 

28 

53 

9 

4 

25 

16 

3 

5 

2 

1 

12 

6 

15 

r7 

53 

60 

9 

1 

5 

*3 

22 

6 

10 


19 

WATER  SUPPLY. 


Number  of  New  Wells  sunk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


9  9 

Wells  closed 

1 

9 9 

Wells  repaired 

17 

9  9  . 

Wells  cleansed  or  deepened 

2 

9  9 

Springs  cleansed 

3 

9  9 

Houses  supplied  from  purer  sources 

9 

SCHOOLS. 

Number  of  Privies  converted  into  pail  closets  ... 

3 

9  9 

Drains  reconstructed 

1 

9  9 

Dead  Wells  repaired  or  constructed 

2 

9  9 

Urinals  provided 

2 

9  9 

Visits  made  to  Schools 

20 

MISCELLANEOUS.  . 

Number  of  visits  made  to  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  ... 

61 

9  9 

Registered  Cowkeepers  in  the  District 

24 

9  9 

Registered  Milk  Sellers  in  the  District 

2 

9  9 

Cowsheds 

38 

Approximate  number  of  Milch  Cows  in  the  District 

523 

Number 

of  Cowsheds  repaired 

4 

9  9 

Cowsheds  lime-washed 

U3 

9  9 

Cowsheds  erected 

1 

9  9 

Visits  made  to  Workshops  ... 

52 

9  9 

Out-workers’  Homes  visited 

T52 

9  9 

Bakehouses  repaired  or  cleansed  ... 

5 

9  9 

Slaughter  Houses  cleansed  ... 

Nuisances  caused  by  the  improper  keeping  of 

5 

Animals  abated  ... 

1 1 

9  9 

Offensive  Accumulations  removed 

10 

9  9 

Nuisances  abated 

476 

20 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK  DONE  UNDER  THE  HOUSING  AND 
TOWN  PLANNING,  ETC.,  ACT,  1909,  AND  HOUSING 
(INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT)  REGULATIONS,  1910. 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  319 

,,  Houses  considered  to  be  so  dangerous  or  injurious 

to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  45 

,,  representations  made  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a 

view  to  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  1 

,,  Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  Houses  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied  without 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  13 

,,  Houses  which,  after  the  making  of  Closing  Orders 

were  put  into  a  fit  state  for  human  habitation  ...  1 

Of  the  remaining  houses  considered  to  be  unfit  for  human  habita¬ 
tion,  one  has  been  closed,  three  demolished,  15  are  being  repaired,  in 
four  instances  the  work  is  in  hand  but  has  not  been  commenced,  and 
in  the  remaining  cases  the  matter  is  under  consideration. 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  following  work  relating  to  houses 
remaining  from  1912  has  been  carried  out  during  this  year,  viz.  : — 
Number  of  Houses  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied  without 

making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  30 

,,  Houses  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied  after  the 

making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  Houses  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

,,  Houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

RUSSELL  G.  SAINT, 

C.R.San.I.,  Mem.  S.I. Assoc., 

Sanitary  Inspector, 

9,  Fornham  Road, 

Bury  St.  Edmund’s. 


Sanitary  Statistics  of  Thingoe  Rural  District  for  the  Year  1913. 


SUBJECTS 

Ampton. 

Bard  well. 

Barrow. 

Barton  Great. 

Bradfield  Combust. 

Bradfield  St.  Clare. 

Bradfield  St.  George. 

Brockley 

Chedburgh. 

Chevington. 

Culford. 

Denham. 

Depden. 

Flempton. 

Fornham  All  Saints. 

Fornham  St.  Genovieve. 

Fornham  St.  Martin. 

Hardwick. 

1 

Hargrave. 

Hawstead. 

Hengrave. 

Horningsheath. 

Ickworth. 

Ingham. 

Ixworth. 

Ixworth  Thorpe. 

Lackford. 

Livermere  Great. 

Livermere  Little. 

Nowton. 

Pakenham . 

Rede. 

Risby. 

Rougham 

Rushbrooke. 

Saxham  Great. 

Saxham  Little. 

Stanningfield. 

Stanton. 

Timworth. 

Troston, 

Westley. 

West  Stow. 

Whelnetham  Great. 

Whelnetham  Little. 

Whepstead. 

Word  well. 

Total. 

Acreage  . . 

736 

3183 

2677 

3764 

823 

1427 

1968 

1533 

57i 

2445 

2229 

1310 

1596 

947 

1705 

688 

1294 

n4 

1781 

2304 

897 

2212 

1258 

1830 

2304 

1065 

2338 

1555 

1437 

1165 

37ii 

1239 

2818 

3977 

1063 

M5° 

1320 

1469 

3319 

1375 

1779 

1240 

2941 

M95 

599 

2732 

2310 

83998 

Population — 1901 . 

1 2 1 

668 

967 

645 

123 

165 

4i7 

243 

191 

457 

3i3 

167 

192 

162 

333 

92 

282 

25 

337 

297 

222 

525 

100 

252 

856 

“5 

178 

21 1 

I4O 

201 

886 

182 

35i 

849 

134 

199 

159 

258 

778 

i45 

235 

152 

J93 

357 

138 

472 

42 

14528 

M  I9II . 

130 

645 

95° 

7lS 

123 

178 

407 

235 

191 

47i 

325 

159 

197 

J74 

377 

58 

278 

19 

304 

292 

190 

552 

100 

237 

893 

127 

171 

204 

170 

194 

860 

192 

335 

742 

129 

219 

167 

254 

787 

160 

205 

M3 

223 

366 

118 

430 

M439 

I. 

Births . 

4 

20 

20 

13 

3 

3 

12 

6 

2 

8 

I 

I 

7 

2 

7 

— 

6 

— 

8 

7 

2 

6 

— 

I 

15 

3 

4 

7 

4 

3 

21 

4 

8 

20 

2 

— 

5 

7 

16 

8 

2 

3 

5 

13 

4 

2 

295 

II. 

Deaths  . 

I 

6 

12 

5 

2 

2 

4 

— 

2 

6 

2 

— 

2 

I 

3 

I 

3 

— 

6 

5 

— 

5 

— 

I 

l6 

3 

I 

4 

— 

I 

9 

3 

3 

8 

2 

3 

— 

3 

9 

— 

3 

4 

2 

I 

3 

M9 

III. 

Infectious  Diseases — 

(Notification  Act) 

Cholera  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Croup . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

~ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

“  • 

— 

— 

— 

■  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

Diphtheria . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Erysipelas . 

— 

— 

I 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 

I 

I 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

_ 

I  I 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

•  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

— 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

_ _ 

_ _ 

Typhoid  Fever . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Typhus  and  other  Fevers  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

_ 

_ 

Poliomyelitis  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

’ — 

— 

— 

— “ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . 

I 

— 

I 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

I 

2 

— 

- - 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

I 

_ 

I 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

3 

I 

2 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

13 

IV. 

Nuisances  abated . 

|  ^ 

7 

84 

C2 

— 

— 

8 

3 

6 

6 

— 

7 

13 

I 

12 

— 

8 

— 

9 

15 

5 

5i 

— 

3 

12 

- 

4 

6 

— 

6 

7 

I  I 

18 

— 

— 

1 

— 

39 

59 

— 

I 

3 

4 

— 

476 

